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Speaker:  Marietta Hostak 

Saturday, January 17, 2009 – 10:00 a.m. 
Huntwick Recreation Facilities Clubhouse, 5300 Coral Gables Drive 

�� here's been a lot of talk about change in the past few months, and not just 
because of this presidential election year.  AAUW is undergoing major 

changes based on the strategic process approved by delegates at the 2007 Phoenix 
national convention.   
Marietta Hostak, our South Texas District Representative, will be our guest 
speaker.  She will tell us about the changes underway, the proposed new bylaws, 
and the process – past and future.  Marietta is a member and past-president of the 
AAUW West Harris County branch, and is serving her second term on the AAUW 
Texas state board.  Marietta will answer questions to help us prepare our delegates 
for voting at the upcoming national convention in June 2009. The revised  
proposed by-laws should be on the AAUW website in January 2009.   
Please invite AAUW members from all branches to join us.  This meeting is also 
open to other guests who would like to learn more about AAUW. 

After the meeting, please join Marietta for lunch at the Macaroni Grill.  
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�� tart your holiday shopping early and help raise money 
for LAF.  This lively event helps raise funds for the 

Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF), a source of financial aid for 
women seeking judicial redress from sexual discrimination 
in academia.  It’s a time to donate and  to buy.  And we 
have lots of fun! 
Bring something you’ve never used that someone else 

would enjoy having, such as a gift that’s just not you, a nice party favor you  
received, seasonal tickets you can't use, a good book, baked goods, or that 
unique something that you bought on impulse.  No need to wrap your  
contribution and be prepared to join the lively bidding. 
The event begins with a refreshing cuppa and ends with a potluck salad 
luncheon.  Please bring a salad or other dish that does not need to be heated, 
with a serving utensil. 

At the home of Dianne Sharr, 16603 Southern Oaks Dr. (Northgate Forest) 

RSVP to Dianne Sharr at 281-397-0688 or ngatefrst@aol.com  

Saturday 
December 6 
10:00 a.m. 
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Membership Social 

�� here will be a social hour 
on Thursday, January 22, 

2009, at 4:00 p.m. at the Hilton 
Garden Inn on Highway 249 at 
Willow Chase Blvd. 
All members are welcome and 
encouraged to bring a guest.   
Come and enjoy the chance to 
get to know branch members on 
a more informal level. 



 

 

Upcoming Events ����  RSVP— See article for contact information  ����  

Nutshell Page 2 Many thanks to our business card sponsors.  Please consider using their services. 

· Dec 4, Thr — Daytime Literature:  9:30 a.m. all groups meet at the home of Mary Quinn. See  page 7 for details. 
· Dec 6, Sat —  White Elephant Auction & Salad Luncheon — Annual LAF Fundraiser: 10:00 a.m. at the home 

of Dianne Sharr. See the article on page one. 
· Dec 9, Tue — Daytime Bridge: 9:30 a.m. at the home of Tomiko Long .  RSVP by December 6.  See page 6. 
· Dec 9, Tue — Computerniks: 7:00 p.m. in the Robin Bush room at the Barbara Bush Library. See page 7. 
· Dec 19, Fri —  Original Gourmet: 6:30 p.m. holiday dinner at Huntwick Recreational Facilities Clubhouse. 

Reservations and payment are required no later than December 12.  See article on page 6 for details. 
· No meetings in December for:  Branch meeting, Board meeting, Out & About, Prime Time Lit, and Travelmania.   

January 2009 
· Jan 8, Thr — Daytime Literature:  9:30 a.m.  See article on page 7 for meeting places of the three groups.  
· Jan 8, Thr — Board Meeting: 7:00 p.m. at the Barbara Bush Library, 6817 Cypresswood Drive.   
· Jan 9, Fri —  Original Gourmet: 9:30 a.m. at the home of Anne Grace. See page 6 for details. 
· Jan 13, Tue — Daytime Bridge: 9:30 a.m. at the home of Pepper Davies.  RSVP by January 10.  See page 6. 
· Jan 13, Tue — Computerniks: 7:00 p.m. in the Earl Elliot room at the Barbara Bush Library. See page 7. 
· Jan 16, Fri — Out & About: 9:15 a.m. at Wesley United Methodist Church to carpool to Penzey,s Spices  and 

Canino's Produce in the Houston Heights area.  See article on page 3 for details. 
· Jan 17, Sat —  Branch Monthly Event: 10:00 a.m. at Huntwick Recreational Facilities Clubhouse.  See the article 

on page 1 and the President’s Message on page 3. 
· Jan 20, Tue — Travelmania: 1:00 p.m. at the home of Anne Grace.  See article on page 6. 
· Jan 22, Thr — Membership Social: 4:00 p.m. at the Hilton Garden Inn on Highway 249.  See box on page 1. 
· Jan 26, Mon — Prime Time Literature: 6:30 p.m. for dinner, 7:00 p.m. for discussion, at Café Express on  

FM 1960.  See article on page 7 for details.  No meeting in December 2007. 
· Jan 31, Sat — Interbranch Annual Luncheon:  11:30 a.m. at the Houston Racquet Club.  See page 4 for more 

details and the luncheon reservation form. 

A Call for Nominations of 2009-2011 Officers 

�� he branch nominating committee is seeking nominations for Program VP, Educational Foundation VP, and  
Treasurer.  Nominations can be directed to any of the committee members listed below.  

An official slate will be presented to the membership at the February general meeting and in the March newsletter. 
Officers are elected at the annual business meeting in March and begin their two-year term on July 1, 2009. Anyone 
interested in more information about the duties of any of these offices can refer to the branch bylaws in the directory. 
Nominating Committee: Patricia Fraske, Chair - 281-587-2513 
 Laura Barousse - 281-370-5474 Nancy Kaye - 281-444-1337 
 Peggy Majors - 281-587-8802 Kati Woodward - 713-515-5093 



 

 

�� gain we can be very proud of our NHC AAUW branch.  We as members have come together in hard economic 
times to provide at last count close to $8000 for our Education Foundation Fund.  Thanks to Patricia Fraske and 

her committee for their faith and hard work in organizing our Phantom Home Tour.  Special thanks go to Betsy and 
Carl Calabro for volunteering their home on November 9th for a lovely celebration party.  All who attended had a 
wonderful time.  Betsy provided some very interesting choices for a silent auction which benefited our EF Fund by 
at least $300.  Our EF Committee can now get ready to send out requests for grants and our legacy continues. 
Please mark your calendar to attend our Saturday, January 17, general meeting at Huntwick at 10:00 a.m.  Marietta 
Hostak, our South Texas District representative, will visit our branch to inform us of the upcoming bylaws changes 
for 2009.  If our organization is changing, I think we all want to be informed about what changes are involved.  We 
also want Marietta to know how much we appreciate her time in visiting with us.  Marietta says “I’m not coming to 
talk anybody into anything, but will try to answer questions so that you will be informed when discussing how you 
would like your delegates to vote at the national convention in St. Louis, June 2009”.  The revised proposed bylaws 
should be on the AAUW website in January.  We will have lunch at the Macaroni Grill after the meeting for all who 
are interested.  I will send out a message to get a count later. 
For a special June event, we have been invited by Ruth Cassidy, a member of both the Pearl and AAUW, to be 
guests of the Pearl at a wonderful Indonesian program at the Indonesian consulate.  This will be a day of culture with 
dance, music, art, and cuisine in a beautiful building with an interesting gallery.  The date will be confirmed when 
Rudy Cassidy and Jane Egner are able to get a Harris County bus reserved for us.  There is plenty of parking so we 
can also carpool if necessary.  We won’t be limited in space as the consulate can accommodate around 400 people. 
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#�President’s Message 
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�����Out & About 

�� ey, day trippers!  Join us on Friday, January 16, 2009, for a romp around Houston Heights.  We will visit 
Penzey’s Spices, a specialty store with whole and ground spices galore, and Canino's Produce, a giant farm-

ers' market with a tremendous selection of fresh fruits, vegetables, beans, vinegars, and even milk and eggs. Lunch at 
a local cafe will conclude our day.   
We will meet at 9:15 a.m. in parking lot of John Wesley United Methodist Church, 5330 Bermuda Dunes, to car-
pool, and depart at 9:30 a.m. for Penzey’s Spices, which is located at 516 W. 19th St. (713-862-6777).  Canino's Pro-
duce is located at 2520 Airline Dr. (713-862-4027).  Contact Erma Ridge or Dianne Sharr for more information. 
Out & About is all about having fun and going interesting places.  We become better acquainted and save money by 
carpooling and sharing the cost of gas. Our 2009 destinations include The Houston Contemporary Craft Center, the 
painted churches of Schulenburg, and the Houston Art Car Parade (and tailgate party after).  

Out and About will not meet in December 2008. 
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Greater Houston Area Interbranch Council Annual Lun cheon 
Hosted by the AAUW Houston and Galveston Branches 

Saturday, January 31, 2009, 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  ($30 per person) 
Houston Racquet Club, 10709 Memorial Drive, Houston Texas 77024 

�� he keynote speaker will be Dr. Sallie Keller-McNulty, Dean of Engineering at Rice University, who will 
speak on the topic of Breaking Through Barriers. 

Please fill out one reservation form per branch member and send it with your payment by January 21, 2009 to 
Patricia Ross, 4218 St Ives, Sugar Land, TX  77479   

Make the check payable to: AAUW Houston Branch. 

Patricia’s contact information is: 281-491-5139 (home), 281-435-9678 (cell), paross@aol.com 

Interbranch Luncheon Reservation Form 
Salad or Soup Choices (circle one):   Mixed Green Salad    or    Tortilla Soup with pico de gaio 
Entree Choices (circle one): Spinach & Mushroom Crepes (with sherry cream sauce)  
 or Blackened Catfish (with Cajun Creole sauce) 
For Dessert: Pecan Ice Cream Ball (with chocolate sauce) 

Name    Branch:   

Address     

Email    Phone    

For more information about the speaker and a mapquest link, click on the Download this form link on the web page: 
www.aauwtexas.org/branches/greaterhoustonarea/index.html 

�� hank you to all that have contributed to our 2008 fundraising campaign. Due to your generosity we have  
received more than $8,000.00 in donations. If you have been out of touch, it is certainly not too late to contrib-

ute. We are still receiving checks — which is wonderful! We are also waiting for corporate matching gift contribu-
tions before we can finalize our numbers.  

Again, thank you to Betsy and Carl Calabro for hosting the party for contributors. It was not only an opportunity for 
camaraderie; it was an opportunity to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Educational Foundation. 

I previously thanked Betsy and Carl for their wonderful contribution via an email to the membership. However, I 
also want to thank all members who brought appetizers and who helped in any way. Special mention goes to Mary 
Kimball who did a wonderful job of assuring that there were always warm hors d’oeuvres on hand and to Virginia 
McGriggs for not only helping throughout the evening, but, with the clean-up, as well. 

Thank you to the fundraising committee for your input into the creation of the invitation. Copy for the non-historic 
non-home tour became slightly risqué at times. Thanks to Mary Kimball, Betsy Calabro, Ruth Cassidy, Shahnaz  
Kureshy, and Judy Van Horn for the laughter. The wit and style of Mary Kimball, however, pulled us through in 
grand style.  

We will include a special mention of all our contributors to this first Phantom Home Tour in the February 2009  
Nutshell newsletter.  We do appreciate your donations that will allow us to contribute to the Educational Foundation, 
the Lonestar College Foundation, and to local grants through the Fellowship Foundation. 

Send an email to Patricia Fraske at 281-587-2513 or patricia-aauw@hotmail.com and help us evaluate this very  
special home tour. How can we be even more successful? 
 Sincerely, 
 Patricia Fraske 
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�� hanks to the generosity of our members our Phantom Home Tour was a success.  This means the grant  
committee now has funding for 2008-2009 community grants. The North Harris County AAUW community 

grant applications are currently available to non-profit organizations (not individuals or for-profit organizations or 
agencies.) If you know of an organization or agency that would benefit from a North Harris County AAUW commu-
nity grant, please ask them to call Catherine Dunn at 281-469-3816. The application deadline is January 31, 2009. 

The grant committee will have many decisions to make.  We usually receive more requests for grants than we can 
fund, and the organizations usually request more funding than we have available. The committee will meet in  
February 2009 to make the best decisions possible. The committee's final choices as to the grant awards will be  
presented to the branch in March. The grants will be awarded at our luncheon in April of 2009.  More details about 
the luncheon will follow in the February 2009 Nutshell newsletter.  
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#�Educational Foundation 
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A Message and Request from AAUW — Vote Now 

�� e asked members to submit original artwork to the AAUW Note Card Design Contest and the response 
was overwhelming. More than 200 entries were received! These works are so creative that we need 

your help to choose the ones that will appear on our 2009 note cards. 
Please, take a look all of these incredible entries by our talented members. Then, once every seven days from 
November 10 – December 12, log onto the website (www.aauw.org) to vote for your three favorite designs. 
The designs that receive the most votes will appear on note cards mailed to AAUW members across the coun-
try in April 2009. The cards will recognize the artists and their branches. As a thank you, each time you log 
on to vote, you will be entered to win one of ten $25 gift certificates to ShopAAUW. 

�� he AAUW student affiliates organization at Lone Star  
College - North Harris was very successful last month with 

the “Get Out and Vote” initiative, which had a wonderful turnout.  
Students from all around the campus and the community came to 
hear several guest speakers talk about the economy, health care and 
different aspects of the memorable election.  AAUW members 
wore their green shirts with pride while serving hot pizza, candy 
and ice cold beverages to all of the students and faculty who at-
tended.  Early voting location flyers and brochures on each topic 
were distributed with “GET OUT AND VOTE!” stickers, while 

members were outside recruiting new people to join the AAUW North Harris organization. The audience waited 
anxiously as organization President Elaine Jones announced each guest speaker.  
According to a poll taken by our vice president of public relations, students who attended two or more of the  
forums indicated that the best two speakers were Professor Megan Franks, who is a professor of Kinesiology and 
spoke on health care, and Professor Carolyn Davis, who spoke on the candidates of the election. Members of the 
AAUW at North Harris contributed a great deal to making this a success; however, everyone agrees that the  
organization could not have pulled off such a victory without the wonderful guest speakers, along with the  
devotion of our sponsor, Dr. Sue Little, and the leadership of President Elaine Jones.  
Our organization is looking forward to concluding a successful fall of 2008 and is anticipating what the spring will 
bring in 2009.  
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��Original Gourmet 

Nutshell Page 6 

"� riginal Gourmet’s holiday dinner will be on Friday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m. at the Huntwick Recreational 
Facilities Clubhouse, especially prepared for us by David Notman.  Make your check for $20 per person 

payable to AAUW Gourmet and mail it no later than Friday, December 12, to Nancy Kaye, 13603 Foxmoor Lane, 
Houston TX 77069.  Your check is your reservation. 

Here is our mouth-watering menu:   
�  Lobster Bisque & Wine Country Salad (mixed spring greens tossed in a pear and  
 walnut oil vinaigrette with candied walnuts, gorgonzola cheese, and grapes) 
The buffet dinner includes:   
�  Grilled Medallions of Beef Tenderloin (in a Madeira wine demi-glace with baby Portobello mushrooms) 
�  Sautéed Chicken Breast (with artichoke hearts and capers) 
�  David's Special Salmon Baked Alaska (fresh Atlantic salmon topped with brown sugar,  
 red onion and lemon zest baked with a custard crust) 
�  Shrimp Scampi (sautéed with garlic, white wine, and parsley) 
�  Duchess Potatoes, Wild Rice Pilaf, Buttered Fafalle Pasta, and Fresh Vegetable Medley 
For dessert:  
�  Bread Pudding with Rum Raisin Sauce 
�  Fresh Strawberries and Whipped Cream 

Coffee and iced tea will be served & you are welcome to bring your own bottle of wine. 
�   �   �  

��oin us on Friday, January 9, at 9:30 a.m., for a book review and recipes from a unique book, Being Dead Is No 
Excuse: The Official Southern Ladies Guide To Hosting the Perfect Funeral, by Gayden Metcalf and Charlotte 

Hays.  We will meet in the home of Anne Grace, 13815 Hambleton Drive (Huntwick).  For more information, please 
call one of the co-hostesses, Anne Grace at 281-444-8408 or Donna Ohlson at 281-537-6051. 
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#�Daytime Bridge 

"� n Tuesday, December 9, we will meet in the home of Tomiko Long, 5827 Lodge Creek Drive (Greenwood 
Forest).  Come enjoy socializing at 9:30 a.m.  Play starts promptly at 10:00 a.m.  Reservations are a must. 

Please call Tomiko at 281-866-8950 or co-hostess Betty Tongberg at 281-583-7418 by Saturday, December 6.  
Remember to bring a sandwich.  Salad and drinks will be provided.  Hope to see you at the tables! 

"� n Tuesday, January 13, we will meet in the home of Pepper Davies, 14006 Lakewood Crossing Blvd.  Come 
enjoy socializing at 9:30 a.m.  Play starts promptly at 10:00 a.m.  Reservations are a must. Please call Pepper 

at 281-379-6092 or co-hostess Ann Thorn at 281-893-1682 by Saturday, January 10.  Remember to bring a 
sandwich.  Salad and drinks will be provided.  Hope to see you at the tables in the new year! 

��  native of Germany, Friedhild Bright led Barbara Hine and Marjorie Rice on a three-week driving trip through 
Germany, Switzerland, and Alsace-Lorraine.  Hear about their escapades as they just followed their noses and 

enjoyed their adventures.  We will meet at the home of Anne Grace, 13815 Hambleton Drive (Huntwick) on Tues-
day, January 20, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. for coffee and 1:30 p.m. for the program.  If you plan to attend, please call Anne 
at 281-444-8408 or email her at CGrace3537@sbcglobal.net. 

Travelmania will not meet in December 2008. 

Travelmania 
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��Computerniks 

��oin us on Tuesday, December 9, 7:00 p.m., in the Robin Bush room at the Barbara Bush Library.  Back to the 
Basics is the theme of the Computerniks meetings.  We welcome all members who want to learn more about their 

computers.  Topics are based on the interests of the participants and no question is too basic.    
You will learn how to insert pictures into a Word document for that annual end-of-the-year letter to family and 
friends.  Hands-on experience is available on a laptop computer, including the following programs: Word, Excel, 
Outlook, and Internet Explorer, as well as questions about email and the internet.   

�� e will start off the new year, by meeting on Tuesday, January 13, 2009, 7:00 p.m. in the Earl Elliot room at 
the Barbara Bush Library.  Did you get a new laptop computer as a gift?  Please bring it to the meeting for 

“show and tell” as well as your questions.  Anyone with a laptop is welcome to bring it to the meeting.  Be sure to 
bring a power cord and you may want to bring an external mouse.  If you have any pre-meeting questions, feel free 
to email Catherine Robichaux at catherine-aauw@swbell.net. 
Please contact Computerniks Chair Peggy Majors if you plan attend.  However, walk-ins are also welcome. 
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��Daytime Literature 

#�n the first month of the new year, we will meet 
on the second Thursday, January 8, 2009, and 

discuss the book Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s 
Mission to Promote Peace...One 
School at a Time by Greg 
Mortenson and David Oliver 
Relin.   

The Blue Group will meet in the home 
of Kathe Behrend.  The Yellow Group 
will meet in the home of Barbara 
Hine.  The Pink Group will meet in 
the home of Pari Rosen.   

�� ll of the Daytime Lit groups will meet 
on Thursday, December 4, at the home 

of Mary Quinn, 5215 Westminister Court in 
Huntwick (281-586-9465).  We will be 
discussing Mr. Ives' Christmas by Ocsar 
Hijuelos.  Come for coffee and conversation 
at 9:30 a.m. The review begins at 10:00 a.m.   
Afterwards, we will have our 13th annual holiday 
luncheon and gift exchange.  For those who have 
responded to participate, please remember to bring a 
luncheon dish to share and a wrapped gift ($15-$18) 
to exchange. 

his orphaned seventeen-year-old grand-
daughter, and a red setter whose company 
Jemubhai prefers to that of human beings." 
 Publishers Weekly 
“The tranquility of his existence is  
contrasted with the life of the cook's son, an 
illegal immigrant working in grimy Manhat-

tan restaurants, and with his granddaughter's affair with 
a Nepali tutor involved in an insurgency that irrevoca-
bly alters Jemubhai's life.  All of these characters strug-
gle with their cultural identity and forces of moderniza-
tion while trying to maintain their emotional connec-
tion to one another.” The New Yorker 

Prime Time Lit will not meet in December 2008. 

��oin us on Monday, January 26, 2009, at Café 
Express on FM 1960, next to Barnes & Noble 

in Champions Village.  Come at  6:30 p.m. if you 
want to join us for dinner.   The discussion starts 
at 7:00 p.m. 
Our first selection for the new year is Kiran 
Desai's Inheritance of Loss, set in the 1980's in 
the northeast corner of India where the borders of 
several Himalayan states – Bhutan and Sikkim, Nepal 
and Tibet – meet.. 
"At the head of the novel's teeming cast is Jemubhai 
Patel, a Cambridge-educated judge who has retired 
from serving the country he finds 'too messy for  
justice.'  He lives in an isolated house with his cook, 
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Newsletter Editor: 
Catherine Robichaux 

Email: catherine-aauw@swbell.net 

Articles due: 
2nd Friday of each month 

View our newsletters in color through the AAUW Texas website:  www.aauwTexas.org 
The North Harris County’s home page address is: www.aauwTexas.org/NorthHarrisCounty/index.html 

��� � � ��� � � ��� � � ��� � � ��� � � ��� � � ��� � � ��� � � ��� �  
We were awarded 9 Texas Stars  for our  

extraordinary accomplishments in 2007 – 2008. 

Return Address: 
NHC AAUW 
P.O. Box 12191 
Spring, TX 77391-2191 

North Harris County 
American Association  
of University Women 

www.aauw.org 

Mission Statement 
AAUW advances equity for women and 
girls through advocacy, education, 
and research. 

Diversity Statement 
In principle and practice, AAUW values 
and seeks a diverse membership.  
There shall be no barriers to full  
participation in this organization on 
the basis of gender, race, creed, age,  
sexual orientation, national origin,  
disability, or class. 

Great Decisions 2009  
The Great Decisions briefing book features in-depth articles on global/thematic issues shaping U.S. foreign policy 
and the world we live in.  Some of  the topics are: U.S. and Rising Powers �  Afghanistan/Pakistan �  Energy & the 
Global Economy �  Cuba after Castro.  You have a choice of joining a daytime group or evening group. 

$�aytime Great Decisions will meet the second Thursday of each month, starting on Thursday, February 12, 
2009.   If you are interested in this discussion group or have questions, contact Mary Quinn at  281-586-9465 

or michael.c.quinn@yahoo.com. 
Daytime Chair Mary Quinn is ordering briefing books for the daytime group.  We will get a discount when we order 
8 or more.  Make out a check for $20 payable to Mary Quinn and mail it to her no later than December 12 to be in-
cluded in the order. After the deadline you can still obtain a book through one of the sources indicated below. 

�� vening Great Decisions will meet four times, every other Monday, starting February 2, 2009 and also includ-
ing February 16, March 2, and March 16.  Meetings begin with dessert at 7:00 p.m. followed by discussion 

from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Spouses are encouraged to attend.  If you want to host one of the lively discussions or 
have questions, call Mary Jane Petrick at 281-376-6093. 
The Great Decision briefing book can be obtained through: 

�� Brazo Books, 2421 Bissonnet St., Houston, TX 77005, 713-523-0701 
�� On the web at www.fpa.org   Click on Bookstore at the top of the page. 
�� By Mail - Foreign Policy Association, Attn:  Programming Department,  

470 Park Ave. South, New York City, NY 10016-6819 


