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Thursday, February 19, 2009 – 7:00 p.m. 
Huntwick Recreation Facility Clubhouse, 5300 Coral Gables Drive 

�� ur February guest speaker is Darlene Veltri who has extensive ex-
perience in this subject.  She started as a special education instructor 

in a federal prison.  From there she advanced to the level of principal, re-
gional coordinator of education, and finally the person in charge of educa-
tion, recreation, and vocational training for the entire federal prison sys-
tem.  She held this position for five years.  Following this experience, she 
served as a warden in federal prisons in three locations. 

Currently, Darlene is a consultant for a company that evaluates facilities 
holding immigration detainees. 

Darlene is prepared for a lively discussion following her presentation.  
She understands that people have passionate opinions on her topic! 

This event is free and open to the public, so invite your family, friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers.   
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President Mary Gubert 

VP Programs Susan Gardner 

Co-VP Membership Laura Barousse 
 Peggy Majors 

VP Ed Foundation Catherine Dunn 

Treasurer Phyllis Dillard 

Secretary Linda Massie 

Past President Patricia Fraske 
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Thanks to everyone who 
participated in the annual 
LAF white elephant auc-
tion and salad luncheon 
on December 6, 2008. We 
started the auction with a 

set of symphony tickets donated by 
Jane Egner. A great time was had by 
all! 

Thanks to Dianne Sharr for hosting this 
event in her home.   
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!� e are still receiving contributions to our Phantom Tour in  
December. This was so exciting! There is no closure on this 

event!  Also, to our surprise, two checks, which were postmarked 
October 28 arrived the second week in January. We knew they were 
missing, but we did not expect to see them.  
At the time of writing, we have received the following  
contributions: 

�� Educational Foundation  .................. $2,890.00 
�� Lone Star College Foundation  ........ $1,547.00 
�� Fellowship Fund  ............................. $4,192.00 

  for a total of  ............. $8,629.00 
We are expecting another $1,150.00 in matching gifts from three 
corporations ~ $500.00 for the Educational Foundation, and $150.00 
plus $500.00 for the Lone Star College Foundation. This makes the 
total in contributions, if all goes well, to be $9,779.00.  

(continued on page 4) 



 

 

Upcoming Events ����  RSVP— See article for contact information  ����  

Nutshell Page 2 Many thanks to our business card sponsors.  Please consider using their services. 

· Jan 31, Sat — Interbranch Annual Luncheon:  11:30 a.m. at the Houston Racquet Club. 
· Feb 2, Mon — Evening Great Decisions: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Mary Jane & Tom Petrick.  See page 5. 
· Feb 5, Thr — Daytime Literature:  9:15 a.m. both groups meet at the home of Celeste Sater for a special 

breakfast.  Please call Celeste if you will be attending. See  page 7 for details. 
· Feb 10, Tue — Daytime Bridge: 9:30 a.m. at the home of Loretta Castaño.  RSVP by February 7.  See page 7. 
· Feb 10, Tue — Computerniks: 7:00 p.m. in the Earl Elliot room at the Barbara Bush Library. See page 7. 
· Feb 12, Thr — Daytime Great Decisions: 1:30 p.m. at the home of Donna Ohlson.  See page 5. 
· Feb 12, Thr — Board Meeting: 7:00 p.m. at the Barbara Bush Library, 6817 Cypresswood Drive.   
· Feb 13, Fri —  Original Gourmet: 6:00 p.m. at Cellar 17. Reservations and payment are required no later 

than February 6.  See article on page 6 for details. 
· Feb 16, Mon — Evening Great Decisions: 7:00 p.m. at the home of Rufi & Raj Natarajan.  See page 5. 
· Feb 17, Tue — Travelmania: 1:00 p.m. at the home of Patricia Fraske.  Please call Patricia if you plan to attend.  

See article on page 6. 
· Feb 19, Thr —  Branch Monthly Event: 7:00 p.m. at Huntwick Recreation Facility Clubhouse.  See the article on 

page 1. 
· Feb 20, Fri — Out & About: 9:15 a.m. at John Wesley United Methodist Church to carpool to the Houston Center 

for Contemporary Craft.  See article on page 8 for details. 
· Feb 23, Mon — Prime Time Literature: 6:30 p.m. for dinner, 7:00 p.m. for discussion, at Café Express on  

FM 1960.  See article on page 7 for details. 
· Mar 7, Sat — Interbranch:  10:00 a.m. at the Freed-Montrose Library.  More information in the March Nutshell. 
· June 26 - 28 — 2009 AAUW National Convention in St. Louis.  For more information, go to www.aauw.org. 

A Call for Nominations of 2009-2011 Officers 

"� he branch nominating committee is seeking nominations for Program VP, Educational Foundation VP, and  
Treasurer.  Nominations can be directed to any of the committee members listed below.  

An official slate will be presented to the membership at the February general meeting and in the March newsletter. 
Officers are elected at the annual business meeting in March and begin their two-year term on July 1, 2009. Anyone 
interested in more information about the duties of any of these offices can refer to the branch bylaws in the directory. 

Nominating Committee: Patricia Fraske, Chair - 281-587-2513 
 Laura Barousse - 281-370-5474 Nancy Kaye - 281-444-1337 
 Peggy Majors - 281-587-8802 Kati Woodward - 713-515-5093 



 

 

"� hose of us who were in attendance Saturday to hear Marietta Holstak felt that she gave us a very clear over-
view of the restructuring procedures that have already taken place in AAUW as well as try to help us under-

stand some of the proposals that will be voted on at the national convention in June.  Some of these restructure 
changes include: 
�� The structure of the organization that we currently refer to as our 501c3 Education Foundation will be hence 

forth known as the primary corporation of AAUW. The 501c4 corporation currently known as the Association 
will become a small corporation solely for voter education, voter guides, and related activities and be known as 
the AAUW Action Fund. 

�� Members can apply for AAUW fellowships. 
�� Free membership is available for students at member four-year colleges. 
�� The present logo is scaled down to just use the letters AAUW with the present symbol without writing out the 

words that the letters represent. 

Concerns were voiced with the following bylaw proposals: 
�� Opening the membership 

The membership will be opened to include anyone who supports the purpose and mission of AAUW.   
�� National dues collection 

The annual dues for individual members shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors.  Mem-
bers shall be notified of the intent to consider a change in the dues, the proposed amount, and the rationale for 
the change at least 60 days prior to the vote. 
All paid Life Members or 50 year honorary life members as of July 1, 2009 shall retain that status and be ex-
empt from further payment of national dues.  The Board of Directors may establish criteria for the granting of 
lifetime memberships after July 1, 2009, which may limit or eliminate future obligations to pay dues. 

A complete list of all the bylaw proposals is now on the www.aauw.org website. If you have any concerns that you 
would like to make known, please let me know before the June national convention. 
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#�President’s Message 
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�� ttention opera lovers:  
The Metropolitan Opera appears live in HD at our local Willowbrook AMC Theater.  Next up is Lucia  

di Lammermoor starring Anna Netrebko on Saturday, February 7, at noon.  The encore production will be shown 
Wednesday, February 18, at 7:00 p.m.  If you would like a heads up about future productions, send your name and 
e-mail address to Marjorie Rice at mhkrice@sbcglobal.net. 
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(continued from page 1) 

We do appreciate the effort so many of you made. It is also interesting to note that seventeen of our contributions 
came from non AAUW members, all because some of you shared your invitations. We achieved $1,005.00. Our ex-
penses for the invitations and postage were less than $600.00, so we realized almost 100% on our money. The 
matching gifts are not included in these figures. 
The celebration party for the Educational Foundation 50th Anniversary was funded by additional monetary contribu-
tions and donations of appetizers from members. We also held a small silent auction. Two businesses and a few 
members donated items. The net result was $305.00. The checks from the successful bidders were made payable to 
the Fellowship Fund. The $4,192.00 above includes the $305.00.  
I hope all of you have received your thank you notes and receipts ~ and again, thank you.  
 Sincerely, 
 Patricia Fraske 

$1,045 
Virginia Lyon   
 

$500 
Sue Little ** 
 

$250-$499 
Laura Barousse 
Betsy Callabro 
Patricia Fraske 
Roxanne Tyler ** 
Kati Woodward 
 

$150-$250 
Sheryl Brock * 
Suzanne Dell Designs * 
Lynn Dozier 
Susan Gardner 
Betty Mahlman 
Linda Massie ** 
Catherine Robichaux 
Mary Willis 
 

$100-$149 
Shirley Ada 
Pam Arena 
Sylvia Collins 
Jan Cornell 
Suzanne Ellis * 

$100-$149 (continued) 
Lorraine Feik 
Bonnie Flynn 
Megan Franks 
Mary Kimball 
Champions Lighting* 
Sue Ann Lurcott 
Ann Grace 
Carolyn Gross 
Mary Gubert 
Marjory Herder * 
Nancy Kaye 
Jeffrey Marler * 
Sue Mason 
Carla Moore 
Susan Muirhead 
Rufi Natarajan 
Donna Ohlson 
Mary Jane Petrick 
Andrew & Barbara Rogers * 
Pari Rosen 
Carol Ryan 
Karen Stahl 
Ann Sullivan 
Anais Watsky 
Judy Van Horn 
 

$25-$99 
Barbara Alcamo 
Ann Alexander 
Jeanne Broussard * 
Fran Breton 
Judy Brownlie 
Ruth Cassidy 
Kay Correll * 
Pepper Davies 
Phyliss Dillard 
Sue Due 
Catherine Dunn 
Jane Egner 
Jean Fauntleroy 
Kay Fenwick 
Janet Flink * 
Joan Gould 
Nora Hahn 
Susan Hiatt * 
Barbara Hine 
Patrick Hosford * 
Myrna Ingham * 
Virgie Johnson 
Millie Jude 
Shahnaz Kureshy 

$25-$99 (continued) 
Tomika Long 
Peggy Majors 
Amy Manning * 
Rebecca Massie 
Virginia McGriggs 
Sissie O’Malley 
Marjory Rice 
Erma Ridge 
Rita Santamaria * 
Val Sandham 
Celeste Sater 
Dianne Sharr 
Suzanne Sparks 
Susan Summers 
Mrs. Taylor * 
Ann Thorn 
Kay Trebellis 
Darlene Veltri 
Joanne Watford * 
Joan West Florists * 
 

 

Contributers ~ Thank you for your support!   

Notes: 
~ contributors are placed in alphabetical  surname order within category 
~ category is determined by contribution to one or more funds and bycontribution or purchase at the silent auction  

 

*non AAUW member          **matching gift expected 



 

 

Volume 37, Issue 5 Page 5 

��n spite of the economy and change in fund-raising projects, our branch will still be able to award grants again 
this year. I have received a number of inquiries from teachers and development directors of nonprofit organiza-

tions. The committee will meet this month to make the best decisions possible as to the projects to be funded. The 
committee's final choices as to the grant awards will be presented to the branch in March.  
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#�Educational Foundation 

Great Decisions 2009  
You have a choice of joining a daytime group or evening group. 

#�reat Decisions, the centerpiece of the longest-running civic education program in the United States devoted to 
foreign affairs, empowers readers to discuss global issues shaping U.S. foreign policy and the world.  It is not 

too late to join one of the groups.  If you need the Great Decisions 2009 briefing book, it can be obtained through: 
· Brazo Books, 2421 Bissonnet St., Houston, TX 77005, 713-523-0701 
· On the web at www.fpa.org .  Click on Bookstore at the top of the page. 
Daytime Great Decisions will meet on Thursday, February 12, at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Donna Ohlson, 5910 
Winged Foot Drive (Champions).  Mary Quinn will lead the discussion of U.S. and Rising Powers.  If you are 
interested in this discussion group, or have questions, contact the Daytime Great Decisions Chair, Mary Quinn, at  
281-586-9465 or michael.c.quinn@sbcglobal.net. 

Evening Great Decisions will meet every other Monday starting February 2 and concluding March 16 at the 
homes shown below.  Meetings begin with dessert at 7:00 p.m. followed by discussion from 7:30 p.m. to  
9:00 p.m. Spouses are encouraged to attend.  If you would like to host one of the lively discussions or have ques-
tions, call Mary Jane Petrick at 281-376-6093. 

Date  Topic Host and Location 

Mon, Feb 2  U.S. and Rising Powers Mary Jane and Tom Petrick 281-376-6093 
9615 Enstone Circle  (Champion Forest) 

Mon, Feb 16  Afghanistan/Pakistan Rufi and Raj Natarajan 281-440-1965 
3411 Blakewood Court  (Olde Oaks) 

Mon, March 2  Energy and the Global Economy Need host home - Call Mary Jane at 281-376-6093 

Mon, March 16  Cuba after Castro Need host home - Call Mary Jane at 281-376-6093 

AAUW Press Releases — January 2009  
http://www.aauw.org/About/newsroom/pressreleases/index.cfm 

AAUW Applauds Senate Passage of Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act  01/23/09 
AAUW applauds Senate passage of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act (S. 181) 
AAUW Applauds Senate Test Vote on Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act  01/15/09 
AAUW applauds the Senate for its positive test vote on the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act 
AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund Plaintiff’s Case Settled  01/12/09 
LAF-supported plaintiff has settled her sex discrimination lawsuit 
AAUW Celebrates House Passage of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, Paycheck Fairness Act  01/09/09 
The House of Representatives passed legislation that will help in the fight for pay equity 
Lilly Ledbetter to Address AAUW Convention  01/09/09 
AAUW is proud to announce that Lilly Ledbetter will speak at AAUW’s 2009 National Convention 
AAUW to Congress: Keep the Change until Women Have Real Change  01/05/09 
AAUW kicks off new pay equity campaign — Keep the Change until Women Have Real Change 
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Nutshell Page 6 

#�reetings Gourmands! We will be tasting winter wines at Cellar 17, on Friday, February 13, at 6:00 p.m.  Beer 
and soft drinks are available for those who do not wish to have wine.  Please bring an hors d'oeuvre dish to 

share.  The address is 6608 FM1960 West, Suite C. 
Make your check for $10 per person payable to AAUW Gourmet and mail it no later than Friday, February 6, to 
Betty Tongberg, 22 Champions Bend Circle, Houston, TX 77069-1800.  Your check is your reservation. 
Betty has planned a fun Friday the 13th evening of tasting, snacks and conversation. We hope to see you all there! 

!� hile every New Year brings a new season and a new beginning, it also calls for a time of re-innovation, re-
integration, and recollection of all the memories that made it possible. Thus, the AAUW at Lonestar North 

Harris College has much to look forward to as they enter the spring semester of 2009!  Fresh ideas for the student 
involvement fair, women’s history month, and women’s equal payday are still being discussed and were addressed 
at the first meeting on Thursday, January 15, 2009.   The student involvement fair will encourage female and male 
North Harris students to join the organization. 

Vice President of Membership Gracie Padilla will be missed as she is leaving us, but we 
also congratulate her.  She has been accepted to the University of the Incarnate Word in 
San Antonio to finish her prerequisites and hopes to be accepted into the university’s 
nursing program in the fall. “While in San Antonio, I plan to keep my grades up, play 
some softball, continue to be involved in school clubs and activities, and volunteer to 
help out my new community,” says Gracie of her plans for her new academic home. All 
of the members of the organization wish Gracie the best of luck as she leaves our  
campus to pursue her dreams.  

The successor of Gracie’s position as vice president of membership will be Maaria Yasin, the organization’s cur-
rent vice president of public relations. This leaves a vacancy that will be filled through a vote at the January meet-
ing. President Elaine Jones will continue to lead the organization into another fun-filled and productive semester as 
everyone anticipates what the spring will bring. 
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!� ould you like to see what's been happening recently in the art world?  Join us on Friday,  
February 20, when we visit the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft to view an exhibit 

with a truly unique title, Hot Glass, Cool Collections, and Environments = Form + Space.  Lunch 
will follow at a nearby location. 
To carpool, meet in the parking lot of John Wesley United Methodist Church (5330 Bermuda Dunes) 
by 9:15 a.m.  We will depart at 9:30 a.m. for the Houston Center for Contemporary Craft, located at 
4848 Main Street, Houston 77002 (713-529-4848).   For more information about our field trip, go to 
www.crafthouston.org. 

�� xperience the rugged paradise bordering the Arctic Zone on a Hurtigrüten ship in Norway from Bergen to 
Kirkenes at the Russian border where you will travel through four seasons alternating between lightness, dark-

ness, sun, rain, snowstorms, everyday life, and celebrations.  We’ll meet at the home of Patricia Fraske, 5914 Old 
Lodge Drive in Greenwood Forest, on Tuesday, February 17, at 1:00 p.m. for coffee and 1:30 p.m. for the program.  
If you plan to attend, please call Patricia at 281��587��2513 or email her at Patricia-aauw@hotmail.com. 

Travelmania 
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��Computerniks 

$�oin us on Tuesday, February 9, 7:00 p.m., in the Earl Elliot room at the Barbara Bush Library.  Back to the Ba-
sics is the theme of the Computerniks meetings.  We welcome all members who want to learn more about their 

computers.   

Topics are based on the interests of the participants and no question is too basic.  Demonstrations and hands-on ex-
perience are available on a laptop computer, including the following programs: Word, Excel, Outlook, and Internet 
Explorer, as well as questions about email and the internet.   

If you have any pre-meeting questions, feel free to email Catherine Robichaux at catherine-aauw@swbell.net.  
Please contact Computerniks Chair Peggy Majors if you plan attend.  However, walk-ins are also welcome. 
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#�Daytime Bridge 

�� n Tuesday, February 10, we will meet in the home of Loretta Castaño, 722 Oder Lane (Westador).  Come 
enjoy socializing at 9:30 a.m.  Play starts promptly at 10:00 a.m.  Reservations are a must. Please call Loretta 

at 281-444-4901 or co-hostess Shirley Ada at 281-444-9298 by Saturday, February 7.  Remember to bring a 
sandwich.  Salad and drinks will be provided.  Hope to see you at the tables! 
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��Daytime Literature 

must make a reservation by contacting Celeste at 
rcsat@flash.net or 281-440-6668 so that she knows 
how many to expect. 

After breakfast, we will be discussing The 
Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan.  Bonnie Flynn 
will be leading the review.  
All new members are invited to join us and discover 
what a fun group we are.  For more information, 
please call Donna Ohlson� 

$�oin us on Thursday, February 5, for 
an annual combined meeting of both 

the Blue and Pink groups at the home of 
Celeste Sater, 1806 Tucumcari Drive in 
Ponderosa Forest. She and her husband, 
Roger, will be serving their usual 
sumptuous breakfast before we review 
the book, so bring your appetites.   The 
meal will be served at 9:15 a.m.  You 

Tommy and Ruth were told constantly that they 
were special." (metacritic.com) 
"Ishiguro's narrator, identified only as Kath(y) H. 
speaks to us as a 31-year-old social worker of 
sorts, who's completing her tenure as a carer 
prior to becoming herself one of the donors 
whom she visits at various recovery cen-
ters.”  (kirkusreviews.com). 

Never Let Me Go is unlikely to be everyone's cup of 
tea.  The people in it aren't heroic. The ending is not 
comforting.  Nevertheless, this is a brilliantly executed 
book by a master craftsman who has chosen a difficult 
subject: ourselves, seen through a glass darkly.  
(Margaret Atwood, slate.msn.com) 

. 

$�oin us on Monday, February 23, at Café 
Express on FM 1960, next to Barnes  

& Noble in Champions Village.  Come at 
6:30 p.m. if you want to join us for dinner.  
The discussion starts at 7:00 p.m. 
We will be discussing Never Let Me Go by 
Kazuo Ishiguro, the Booker Prize-winning 
author of The Remains of the Day. 
"Ishiguro offers a dystopian tale about a 31-year-old 
woman who reflects upon her childhood days at the 
isolated English boarding school Hailsham.  She 
slowly reveals to the reader the dark secrets at the 
heart of the institution where she and her friends 
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Newsletter Editor: 
Catherine Robichaux 

Email: catherine-aauw@swbell.net 

Articles due: 
2nd Friday of each month 

View our newsletters in color through the AAUW Texas website:  www.aauwTexas.org 
The North Harris County’s home page address is: www.aauwTexas.org/NorthHarrisCounty/index.html 
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We were awarded 9 Texas Stars  for our  

extraordinary accomplishments in 2007 – 2008. 

Return Address: 
NHC AAUW 
P.O. Box 12191 
Spring, TX 77391-2191 

North Harris County 
American Association  
of University Women 

www.aauw.org 

Mission Statement 
AAUW advances equity for women and 
girls through advocacy, education, 
and research. 

Diversity Statement 
In principle and practice, AAUW values 
and seeks a diverse membership.  
There shall be no barriers to full  
participation in this organization on 
the basis of gender, race, creed, age,  
sexual orientation, national origin,  
disability, or class. 

VOTER REGISTRATION VOLUNTEERS FOR 2009 

�� or those who have been deputized and for those who may want to become deputized to conduct voter registra-
tion drives, the process to obtain the deputy card has changed. 

Our voter registration deputy cards expired December 31, 2008.  In order to renew your card or obtain your first one, 
you must attend one of the classes being organized by the tax assessor’s office.  If you are interested in being con-
tacted with the class information, please contact Bobbi Lupa at 281-893-1601 or BobbieL25@comcast.net. 

"� his is an excerpt from a recent Olde Oaks Community newsletter.  For more information, call Rufi Natarajan. 
“The Northwest Chamber of Commerce launched Renaissance 1960 to address community challenges in the 

absence of a [management] district. This organization merged with the existing 1960 Improvement Corporation and 
the new organization hired an urban planner and began its pursuit of a management district. Our legislators are ask-
ing us to demonstrate overwhelming support from the property owners who would pay the assessment, as well as 
support from local businesses and citizens who would indirectly bear some of the expense. We need your help—
everyone’s help in this final hour---to submit a letter of support to Renaissance 1960 indicating support.  Find a sam-
ple letter and information flyer on the Chamber’s homepage,  

www.HoustonNWChamber.org or go to www.Renaissance1960.org.” 

Community Outreach 
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