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AAUW Home Tours for 34 Years….. 

Then a Phantom Home Tour in 2008….. 
Now a Phantom World Adventure Tour in 2009! 



 e are off to a great start!  Members are being very prompt in sending 
their contributions.  Thank you for your generosity.  We would like to 

receive contributions from everyone by Monday, November 2, if at all possi-
ble, but of course we do accept late contributions.  Please share your extra invi-
tation with a person or a business that you feel would be willing to support our 
community and educational causes.  Additional invitations are available upon 
request.  We need everyone to participate!  
It is not every day that individuals have the opportunity to experience a  
Phantom World Adventure Tour!  How fun to opt out of such adventures as:  
Walk a tightrope over Niagara Falls? Scale the North face of the Matterhorn? 
For a price, of course!  Remember it is a fundraiser. 
It has also come to our attention that some of you miss the activity and camara-
derie that go with the fall fundraiser. Each of our interest groups is asked to 
produce one or more items for the silent auction to be held at the celebration 
party on Sunday, November 8, at 4:00 p.m. at the beautiful home of Betsy and 
Carl Calabro. 
Gift baskets are a great idea, specialty items, event tickets, dinner vouchers, 
and seasonal plants ~ wherever your imagination leads you.  Individual contri-
butions are most welcome.  We will arrange to collect your contribution prior 
to November 8. 

 If you have any questions, please contact us.  
 Patricia Fraske ~ 281-587-2513, patricia-aauw@hotmail.com 

Mary Kimball ~ 281-444-2709, TexKimball@aol.com 

Need a ride to this evening event?  We have the solution. 
Call Mary Gubert at 281-376-1663 to be matched with a member who has  
volunteered to provide others with a ride to this evening event. 
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to the husband and family  

of Jan Farquhar, who passed 
away on Sunday, October 18, 
2009.  She joined our branch 
in 2001 and was a member of 

Travelmania and Original 
Gourmet.  We will miss our 

friend very much. 
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�
 o many members volunteered for this October 7 event that the thank you 
list is much longer than this space.  Each volunteer is recognized in the 

article on page 5.  For those members who have not volunteered for this event, 
also held in 2007 and 2008, reading the article will help you decide to mark 
your calendar to volunteer for the 2010 summit. 



 

 

Upcoming Events ����  RSVP— See article for contact information  ����  

Nutshell Page 2 Many thanks to our business card sponsors.  Please consider using their services. 

· Nov 5, Thr Daytime Literature:  9:30 a.m. Green group at the home of Harriet Beccu.  Purple group at the  
 home of Pari Rosen.  See article on page 7 for details. 

· Nov 7, Sat Interbranch:  10:00 a.m. at the Spring Branch campus of Houston Community College. See page 8   
 for topic and carpooling details. 

· Nov 8, Sun 2009 Fundraiser Celebration Party and Silent Auction: 4:00 p.m. at the home of Betsy and Carl  
 Calabro.  See fundraising article on page 1.  

· Nov 10, Tue Daytime Bridge: 9:30 a.m. at Raoul’s Italian Grill.  Call Barbara Hine by November 8 to make  
 your reservation to play.  See article on page 6. 

· Nov 12, Thr Daytime Great Decisions: 1:30 p.m. at the home of Celeste Sater.  See details in box below. 
· Nov 12, Thr Board Meeting: 7:00 p.m. at the Barbara Bush Library, 6817 Cypresswood Drive. 
· Nov 13, Fri Gourmet: 11:00 a.m. at the home of Pari Rosen.  Call Anne Grace to make your reservation by  

 November 6.  See article on page 6. 
· Nov 13, Fri Out & About: 9:00 a.m. in the Kroger parking lot to carpool to the Nutcracker Market.  See page 6. 
· Nov 17, Tue Travelmania: 1:00 p.m. at the home of Chris Ellet.  Please call Chris if you plan to attend. See  

 article on page 6. 
· Nov 23, Mon Prime Time Literature: 6:30 p.m. for dinner, 7:00 p.m. for discussion, at Café Express on  

 FM 1960.  See article on page 7 for details. 
· Dec 5, Sat White Elephant Auction and Salad Luncheon: 10:00 a.m. at the home of Dianne Sharr.  See 

 reminder box on page 3.  Details will follow in the December/January Nutshell. 
· Dec 13, Sun Gourmet Holiday Brunch — Details will be included in the December/January Nutshell. 

There will not be a general branch meeting in November or December 2009;  
however, all members are invited to the fundraiser celebration party and silent auction on November 8. 

· Jan 30, Sat 2010 Interbranch Annual Luncheon—Hosted by North Harris County branch:  11:00 a.m. at the  
 Marriott Westchase.  See the insert in this Nutshell for detailed information and the reservation form. 

· April 23-25 2010 Texas State Convention in Houston:  Members of our NHC branch are needed to help with  
 the transportation of speakers and other special guests. 

Direct: (713) 825-1732 
Office: (713) 893-8400 x164 

Fax: (281) 257-5440 
E-mail: Barbara@BarbaraAlcamo.com 

Website: www.BarbaraAlcamo.com  

Daytime Great Decisions 



 e will meet one more time this year, on Thursday, November 12, at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Celeste Sater, 
1806 Tucumcari Drive in Ponderosa Forest (281-440-6668).  Sylvia Tucker will lead the discussion on Cuba 

after Castro.  Information about purchasing the 2010 Great Decisions Briefing Book will be in the December/
January Nutshell. 



 

 



 hat an energizing month we have had with our assistance in helping Kati Woodward and Susan Muirhead 
with their third summit at Klein Forest High School.  Each time I volunteer at the summit I am amazed at 

how fortunate these sophomores are to have the opportunity to hear such inspirational speakers at a time that can 
make a life-changing impression.  This is an opportunity that I wish all the sophomores in the area could experience.  
I am impressed at the interest and attention that most of the students give, and we have heard from Kati that the 
summit has made a difference in the attitude of the students from the past two years.  I think I speak for all the 
AAUW volunteers when I say we feel that we have shared in something very special, and we are so pleased that this 
summit of 800 sophomore girls and boys was a huge success.  Thanks Kati and Susan for all of your hard work and 
for allowing our group to share in this special event. 

This is also the beginning of our yearly fundraiser.  Patricia Fraske and her team have done a wonderful job getting 
our second phantom tour into motion.  I hope that the inclusion of the contributions of the Interest groups for the 
silent auction has captured the interest of our members and enticed them to come out for the celebration party at the 
home of Betsy and Carl Calabro.   Our monetary contribution to our community is cause for a celebration, so come 
on out and be a part of it. 

We have been very fortunate to have Haroon Khan from Khan’s Oriental Rugs donate to our branch a 100% wool 
handmade runner from Pakistan for the silent auction.  Haroon is a friend of one of our members - Shahnaz Kureshy.   
A separate email has been sent to all members with an attached picture in color and other details.  Our bylaws for the 
fundraiser allow us to provide money only for startup activities, so we are not at liberty to continue providing money 
for the summit each year.  Knowing this and knowing that the runner is a pricey item, the board voted to designate 
the money collected from the runner to directly go to the fund for the 2010 summit.  I hope all of you agree with this 
decision and will support the cause. 
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 General & Cosmetic Dentistry 
6605 Cypresswood • Suite 275 • Spring, Texas 77379 

281-370-6600 
garysimmonsdds@yahoo.com 
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White Elephant Auction & Salad Luncheon 
Our Annual LAF Fundraiser  

Come join the fun and help raise money for LAF.   
 

Our lively auction begins with a cuppa and ends with lunch. Everyone brings a salad to share and 1- 3 new  
or gently used items for auction.  See page 5 to learn more about the AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF). 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, December 5, 10:00 a.m.  See December Nutshell for details. 
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Where Does Our Money Go? 

�
 ur money is used to fund fellowship and grant programs advancing educational and professional opportunities 
for women and girls in the United States and around the world.  AAUW’s Educational Programs are beaming 

lights that glow throughout our country and the world to help women and girls lead and serve. 
Never forget the legacy of the pioneers in our past who took the reigns and ran with them when it wasn’t even a fad.  
You become the face of EFP and the future of women when you write a check today. 
The Phantom World Adventure Tour proceeds benefit local community projects and national AAUW programs for 
education, advocacy, research, and leadership training for the advancement of women and girls.  Our North Harris 
County branch also invests in the future of women in our community through the Lone Star College System scholar-
ship programs.  You can invest in the future of women and girls throughout the world and in our community by  
writing a check, big or small, to aid our causes. 

AAUW ACTIVITIES IN TEXAS 

�
 o often we think of AAUW's public policy initiatives as being only nationwide in focus.  However, statewide 
efforts at furthering AAUW's mission can also be a formidable force.  In Texas, AAUW works not only 

through its branches, but also in conjunction with like-minded organizations (see www.aauwtexas.org).  One such 
organization is Texas Freedom Network (TFN) which was founded by Cecile Richards, the daughter of former 
Governor Ann Richards and the current president of Planned Parenthood Federation of America.   
TFN describes itself as a "mainstream voice to counter the religious right" in Texas education (see 
www.tfn.org).  Among other things, TFN monitors the actions taken by the State Board of Education, particularly 
with respect to its authority over approving curriculum and adopting textbooks.  TFN offers the following descrip-
tion of the panel chosen by the state board to oversee the revision of social curriculum standards:  three of the 
members are mainstream academics on the faculties of Texas universities; one of the remaining three panel mem-
bers (an out-of-state educator) has taken the position that the Constitution does not protect separation of church and 
state; one (not an educator) considers the separation of church and state a myth; and the third (not an educator) 
similarly opposes separation of church and state.  The latter two have also called for the removal of historical fig-
ures like Cesar Chavez and Thurgood Marshall from history textbooks, characterizing them as too unimportant or 
poor role models for students. 
The ultimate standards adopted by the state board are of great importance to education not only in Texas but else-
where also. Textbook publishers use the standards to write new history, geography, and other social studies in 
Texas.  History has shown that once a textbook is approved in Texas, with its large student population, textbook 
publishers will often sell the same textbooks in smaller states.   
Eight state board seats are up for election in 2010.  In addition to keeping tabs on the activities of the current state 
board, TFN has been sponsoring workshops for people either becoming candidates or supporting candi-
dates. Alliances with organizations such as TFN allow AAUW to provide the electorate with invalu-
able information on issues that otherwise might get lost in the general election hullabaloo, but which are so impor-
tant to all us. 
(This article is largely derived from TFN's web page and its official newsletter, Network News, (see www.tfn.org). 
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 here else can you redirect the cost of just one dinner out to make a big difference for countless 
women and girls?  Read  about LAF, Mercy Corps, Half the Sky, & Kiva on page 5. 
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 OW!  Our AAUW North Harris County branch met the challenge again – the third successful Klein Forest 
High School Sophomore Summit!  On Wednesday, October 7, the auditorium was awash with lime green 

summit-themed shirts worn by the entire sophomore class, girls and boys.  This year’s juniors and seniors are a trib-
ute to the success of the summits in 2008 and 2007. 
Astronaut Dr. Bernard Harris gave a keynote speech that set the tone for the day, encouraging the students to set 
their goals for the highest quality high school education and career-targeted higher education for their best future.  
Many of the session speakers were Klein Forest High School alumni.   The separate girls only and boys only ses-
sions specifically addressed their needs and challenges.  The topics of the day were: Woman of the 21st Century, 
Healthy Personal Relationships, Path to Success, Never Give Up, Careers and Academics, and Personal Health.  
Entertainment after lunch included a fashion show by Dillard’s, door prizes, and the crowd-pleasing high energy per-
formances of the school’s cheerleaders and drill team.   
The success of this third annual sophomore summit was a joint effort of many AAUW volunteers and KFHS staff 
led by Susan Muirhead, a KFHS educator and a North Harris County branch AAUW member.  AAUW branch mem-
bers who helped prepare for this successful event were: Diane Sharr – program writer, Betsy Calabro  – t-shirts and 
gifts for speakers, Roxie Tyler  – volunteer coordinator, and Julie Toll  – luncheon.  The many AAUW branch mem-
bers who arrived early and recorded student attendance at the sessions were: Phyllis Aston, Mary Willis, Barbara 
Hine, Mary Gubert, Suzanne Sparks, Kay Fenwick, Peggy Majors, Judy Stacy, Laura Barousse, Sue Due, Sue Ann 
Lurcott, Patricia Pena, Karen Stahl, Linda Massie, Gloria Aldridge, Jane Egner, Virginia McGriggs, and Sue Mason.  
The following Friends of the Forest also went to the sessions and helped with recording attendance were: Joyce 
Schnell, Peggy DeSola, Jo and Ken Latimer, Jackie Pettigrew, John Ryan, Ron McAdow, and Bob and Lucy  
Blome. Their help was invaluable. Everyone went home exhausted, but happy to have made a contribution to  
encourage the successful future of students at KFHS. 

AAUW LAF (Legal Advocacy Fund) 

�
 he AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) works to combat sex discrimination in higher education and the 
workplace through community and campus outreach programs, a resource library and online advocacy tools, a 

Legal Referral Network, and various research reports. In collaboration with the Public Policy and Government Rela-
tions department, LAF seeks amicus curiae opportunities in workplace sex discrimination cases. LAF also  
provides support to workplace sex discrimination cases that have the potential to make a difference for all women.   

 www.aauw.org/Advocacy/laf 

�
t’s contagious.  Interest in the book Half the Sky and Mercy Corps have spread to all of our literature groups.  
The Saturday Just the Facts Ma’am group will be discussing Half the Sky at their October 24 meeting as well as 

how they can help break the cycle of poverty and oppression for women.  I have been invited to speak to both of the 
Daytime Lit groups in January. 
The Prime Time Lit group has already raised almost $1,000 for Mercy Corps.  There is a great deal of excitement 
among the group about what all of us can do to further help this cause.  Judith Peterson has started a Prime Time 
Kiva group.  Kiva helps both men and women in developing countries to build their businesses with microfinance 
loans.  For more information, go to www.kiva.org. 
Mercy Corps is holding a contest for all the book groups who read Half the Sky and then go out and do something to 
make a change in the world.  There are approximately 340 such groups in the country.  The contest runs through 
June 2010.  The winning group gets to have the authors of Half the Sky, Nick and Sheryl, come to one of our group’s 
meetings!   The Prime Time Lit group’s goal is to win this contest.  Our plan is to invite the authors to a branch 
meeting so the entire membership of our chapter can attend. 
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�
oin us for an authentic Persian food demonstration by Pari Rosen, on Friday, November 13, at 11:00 a.m.  She 
will demonstrate sour cherry rice and chicken kabob.  Members will sign up to bring the side dishes.   

We will meet at 11:00 a.m. at Pari’s home, 2719 S. Southern Oaks Drive (Northgate Forest).  Please call Anne Grace 
at 281-444-8408 to make your reservation and tell her what side dish you will bring.  The deadline for reservations is 
Friday, November 6. 
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�Gourmet 
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�Daytime Bridge 

�
 n Tuesday, November 10, the Bridge group will meet at Raoul's Italian Grill, 16823 Theiss Mail Route Road 
(Spring TX), on the north side at Louetta Road.  Play will start at 10:00 a.m.  Please call Barbara Hine at  

281-376-3365 by Sunday, November 8, to make your reservation to play.  Each player will buy her own lunch.  
Coffee and water will be available during play.  Hope to see you there! 
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 ircle Friday, November 13, on your calendars.  Pencil in “Nutcracker Market,” and plan to go gaga at this an-
nual shopping extravaganza where, in the tradition of European & Latin American street markets, more than 

325 national & international vendors from across the country offer unique items, including holiday décor, home dé-
cor, gourmet food, garden goods, jewelry, clothing, accessories, toys, candles, sporting gifts, novelties, and more.  

We will eat lunch on site.  9:00 a.m. – Meet in Kroger’s parking lot: 15802 Champion Forest Dr, Spring, TX (corner 
of Champion Forest Drive & Cypresswood Drive). 9:15 – depart for the Reliant Center, One Reliant Park (in the 
Astrodome area).  

Admission: $11 ($10 at Houston-area Randalls, beginning October 26) 
Parking: $8 per vehicle (subject to change without notice) 
Benefiting: Houston Ballet Foundation (academy & scholarship programs) 
Note: strollers, wagons, rolling bags, rolling carts are not allowed 

Travelmania 
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 ylvia Tucker will take us on a journey to “Istanbul – A Spicy Culture along the Silk Road” on  
Tuesday, November 17, at 1:00 p.m. 

Sylvia and Pat Tucker spent two weeks in Istanbul studying Byzantine art and 
architecture on a Road Scholar tour.  Sylvia is well-known for her photography 
and will present a slide show highlighting old and new Istanbul, the Asian section, 
religious areas, museums, tourist sites, as well as the food, people, and shopping. 
She will take us on the back streets and show us artisans at work making items out 
of tin, charcoal, and wood. 

We’ll meet at 1:00 p.m. for coffee at Chris Ellet’s home, 13611 Cypress Pond 
Road (Lakewood Oaks Estates in Cypress).  The program will start at 1:30 p.m. 

If you plan to attend, please call Chris at 281-655-7255 or email her at ChrisEllet@yahoo.com. 
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�Daytime Literature 
"Shadow of the Silk Road records a journey along the 
greatest land route on earth. Out of the heart of China 
into the mountains of Central Asia, across northern 
Afghanistan and the plains of Iran and into Kurdish 
Turkey, Colin Thubron covers some seven thousand 
miles in eight months. Making his way by local bus, 
truck, car, donkey cart, and camel, he travels from the 
tomb of the Yellow Emperor, the mythic progenitor of 
the Chinese people, to the ancient port of Antioch — in 
perhaps the most difficult and ambitious journey he has 
undertaken in forty years of travel."    

www.harpercollins.com 
If you haven't made a donation for the "literary" basket 
for the silent auction you can do so at this meeting.  A 
signup sheet for the Christmas review and luncheon will 
be passed around. 

 Happy Reading! Mary Quinn 

�
 n Thursday, November 5, the 
Daytime Lit groups will be 

discussing Shadow of the Silk Road 
by Colin Thubron.  Come for 
coffee and conversation at  
9:30 a.m. The review begins at 
10:00 a.m.  Afterwards, members 
get together for lunch at a nearby 
restaurant. 
The Green Group will meet at the home of Harriet 
Beccu, 4614 Cashel Spring Drive (281-440-8012).  
Sylvia Tucker will lead the discussion.   
The Purple Group will meet at the home of Pari 
Rosen, 2719 S. Southern Oaks Drive in Northgate 
Forest (281-893-6646).  Virgie Johnson will lead the 
discussion for this group.   

moving testament to the resiliency of the hu-
man spirit. 
Rachel Kalama, a seven-year-old Hawaiian 
girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands like her 
father, a merchant seaman.  Then one day a 
rose-colored mark appears on her skin, and 
those dreams are stolen from her.  Taken from 
her home and family, Rachel is sent to Kalau-
papa, the quarantined leprosy settlement on 
the island of Molokai.  Here her life is sup-

posed to end – but instead she discovers it is only just 
beginning."        paperback back cover 

�
oin us on Monday, November 23, at Café 
Express on FM 1960, next to Barnes & 

Noble in Champions Village. Come at  
6:30 p.m. if you want to join us for dinner. 
The discussion starts at 7:00 p.m.   
We will be discussing Molokai by novel-
ist Alan Brennert. Brennert is also an Emmy 
award-winning screenwriter for L.A. Law.   
"This richly imagined novel, set in Hawaii 
more than a century ago, is an extraordinary 
epic of a little-known time and place – and a deeply 
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Once Upon A Time... �
ll of the Holiday Home Tour hostesses wore lovely green aprons.  
That’s a lot of aprons!  If you would like to purchase one for 

$5.00, contact Sue Ann Lurcott at SLurcott@flash.net or 281-537-5194.  
She also has other items used for the home tours at garage sale prices.  
The proceeds will go to the AAUW Fellowship Fund for local education 
grants and community projects. 

�



Nutshell Page 8 

Newsletter Editor: 
Catherine Robichaux 

Email: catherine-aauw@swbell.net 

Articles are due on the 
2nd Thursday of each month 

View our newsletters in color through the AAUW Texas website:  www.aauwTexas.org 
The North Harris County’s home page address is: www.aauwTexas.org/NorthHarrisCounty/index.html 

Return Address: 
NHC AAUW 
P.O. Box 12191 
Spring, TX 77391-2191 

North Harris County 
American Association  
of University Women 

www.aauw.org 

Mission Statement 
AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education,  
philanthropy, and research. 

 

Diversity Statement 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and 

seeks a diverse membership.   
There shall be no barriers to full participation 
in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation,  
national origin, disability, or class. 

Our branch has been recognized by AAUW Texas  
for our outstanding accomplishments 

in all categories of the PEARL awards. 

��� �  Protect   ��� �  Educate   ��� �  Advocate   ��� �  Research   ��� �  Lead 
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�
nterbranch will be held on Saturday, November 7, at 10:00 a.m. in the tutoring center at the Spring Branch cam-
pus of Houston Community College, 1010 Sam Houston Parkway N., Houston 77043 (I-10 and Beltway 8).  

Enter the main building on the south or west side. The library is a short distance from the entrance. Library staff can 
direct you to the tutoring center.  Please do not park in the faculty/staff parking areas.  
All AAUW members are invited.  If you would like to carpool, please contact Val Sandham. We will meet at  
9:00 a.m. at the John Wesley United Methodist Church parking lot, 5830 Bermuda Dunes.   

The program will be “Mandatory and Optional Changes in AAUW Bylaws” as well as a planning session for the 
2009-2010 AAUW Texas state convention, which will be held in Houston on April 23-25. Anyone interested in 
helping with the convention is encouraged to attend.   

�
 he annual Interbranch luncheon will be held on Saturday, January 30, 2010, at Marriott Westchase, in south-
west Houston.  The keynote speaker will be Robbin Parish, founder of The Parish School.  See the insert in 

this Nutshell for detailed information and the reservation form.  Please plan to attend.  Our branch is hosting the 
luncheon this year.    



 

 

 
For Women and Girls  

Mark your calendar now !!!  
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Saturday, January 30, 2010 
11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

* Marriott Westchase – Richmond Room 
2900 Briar Park Drive, Houston, TX  77042 

713-978-7400 
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Robbin Parish, Founder of The Parish School 

 

Established in 1983, The Parish School mission is to identify, educate, and empower children who have 
language and learning differences.  Most children with learning differences have average to above aver-
age learning potential.  The Parish School specializes in early language intervention and individualized 
instruction.  The earlier the intervention, the more effective it is. 

 
* Park in the Richmond Conference Center Area – Entrance on Meadow Glen 

Five minutes from Sam Houston Tollway and Westheimer 
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Salad: Baby Greens, Marinated Cherry Tomatoes,  

Hearts of Palm, & Almond-Crusted Chèvre in Balsamic Vinaigrette 
 

Entrée – Check one on the Reservation Form: 
Grilled Chicken Breast, Roasted Tomato Ragoût, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, & Green Beans 

or   Five-Spice-Rubbed Redfish, Garlic Butter Sauce, Calypso Rice, & Broiled Tomato 
 

Dessert:  Classic Vanilla Crème Brûlée with Berries 
Coffee and Tea 

 

For additional information, please contact Mary Gubert, AAUW NHC Branch President 
281-376-1663 or Mary Gubert-aauw@sbcglobal.net 

� ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------——---------- 
Reservation Form - Deadline:  Friday, January 22, 2010 

 

Name   __________________________________________   Branch    
 
Address     City, State Zip    
 
Phone   _____________________________   Email    
 
Entrée Choice:  �   Chicken     OR     �   Fish 
   �   Special dietary needs (Please describe)    
 

Mail your reservation form and check for $35 payable to: NHC AAUW 
with January Interbranch Luncheon in the memo line to: 

Sue Ann Lurcott, 5123 Theall Road, Houston, TX  77066 

 


