
 

Convention  

Highlights  

¶ Attend Pre -Conven -
tion workshop by the 
National WAGE Pro-
ject Director, Annie 

Houle  (p. 2 )  

¶ Show Us Your 

PEARLs! (p. 2)  

¶ State President Ann 
Berasleyôs column   

(p 3) 

¶ Meet Carolyn H. Gar-
fein, our new AAUW 

President  (p. 3)  

¶ Hear Jeanne Goka    
speak when we honor 
Ann Richards, at the 
EF Banquet Saturday 

night (p.5)  

¶ Learn about the Fri-
day night Keynote 
speaker and the Inter-
national Brunch 
speaker Sunday 

morning (p. 4)  

¶ Tour the historic 
Bayou Bend Museum 

and River Oaks (p. 6)   

¶ Register for Conven-
tion by removing 
pages 7 and 8 
(printed back -to-back)

and mailing it  

¶ Overview of Conven-

tion Program (p. 9 -10) 

¶ Make your own reser-
vations to enjoy the 
Houston Mariott 
Westchase Hotelôs 
many amenities (p. 

11 ) 

¶ Buy and Sell EF Quilt 

Raffle Tickets (p. 13)  

¶ Meet the Candidates 
for AAUW Texas 
Board and District 

Reps (p. 14 -18) 

¶ Learn about Conven-
tion Workshops and 

Speakers  (p. 19 -22) 

¶ Bylaws changes and 

rationale  (p.  25 -35) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Celina Torres Fennel                             
AAUW Texas Program Vice President  

 

Save the dates:  April 23-25, 2010 and come to 

Houston for the 44th Biennial Texas State Con-

vention. 
 

AAUW Texas Convention will be held at the  

Houston Marriot Westchase located in the rap-

idly growing Westchase Business District of  

West Houston, just minutes from the uptown-

Galleria area.  Learn more about the hotel  (p. 

11) and an article about Houston fun (p. 6). 
 

Come early and take the opportunity to attend 

the Pre-Convention workshop on Friday from 

1:30 pm to 4:30 pm.  Annie Houle, National 

Director of Campus and Community Initiatives: 

The WAGE Project, will present the $tart $mart 

on Negotiating Salary Facilitator Training. 

Read more about this WAGE Project workshop 

on page 2.   
 

In addition, there will be a tour of the Bayou 

Bend, the Hogg Museum, and River Oaks from 

1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  See Tour details on page 6. 
 

We will have an exceptional keynote address by 

Linda Lorelle, a Houston television personality.  

She is the founder of the Linda Lorelle Scholar-

ship Fund (LLSF), a non-profit 501(c)(3) char-

ity that provides major college scholarships to 

support Houston area high school students.  The 

LLSF targets average students who are grow-

ing up with challenging backgrounds.  To date, 

LLSF has awarded more than $2.2 million in 

scholarships to more than 230 students. Read 

about Lindaôs life-changing work on page 5.   
 

Immediately after the opening session on Fri-

day night, you are all invited to a welcome re-

ception at the beautiful Rose Garden.  You will 

meet the new slate of officers and the new dis-

trict representatives whom we will elect on  

Saturday.   
 

You will have an opportunity to view the 

String of PEARLs, the remarkable projects of 

our AAUW Texas Branches.  This event is a 

membership showcase and an opportunity  to 

exchange information and ideas. (page 2) 
 

You do not want to miss the motivating words 

of Carolyn Garfein, the National AAUW Presi-

dent, on ñBreaking Through Barriers:  AAUW 

Unifying Force,ò at Saturdayôs luncheon. She 

also will conduct a workshop on Saturday. See 

more about Carolyn Garfein on p. 3 and p. 21. 
 

On Saturday, the Educational Foundation 

Fundraising Dinner will be addressed by  

Jeanne Goka, Principal of the Ann Richards 

School for Young Women Leaders. We will be   

recognizing Ann Richards, a Texas Star, as we 

work toward fulfilling an American Fellowship   

in her name.   (Continued on page 5) 

Our Mission:    AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.                                                                                                          

Our Value Promise:  By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks  through educational  and  economic barriers so that all women have a fai r chance.  

    AAUW:  Opening Opportunities  

Welcome to Houston and the 44th AAUW Texas Convention 

 A Multitude of Fun and Learning Events set for April 23-25 
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$TART $MART Salary Negotiation Facilitator Workshop 

Annie Houle is the Na-

tional Director of Campus 

and Community Initia-

tives for the WAGE Pro-

ject. She helped develop 

and facilitate WAGEôs 

$mart Workshops and has 

delivered $tart $mart 

Campus workshops and 

Return $mart Workshops 

across the country.  
 

She has trained over 300 

facilitators to assist in the de-

livery of WAGEôs $mart workshops, and has coordi-

nated workshops and facilitator trainings in the fall of 

2009 and into the winter/spring of 2010.  She assumed 

this position after starting the WAGE initiative in 

Maine called WAGE ProjectME.  
 

Annie has served as board chair for the Portland 

YWCA, the New England Regional Board and the Na-

tional YWCA Advocacy Board. Prior to taking her po-

sition with the WAGE Project, she was Project Director 

of a Red Cross based AmeriCorps/VISTA disaster ac-

tion team serving the state of Maine.  
 

She grew up in Ohio, and moved to Portland, Maine in 

1998. Annie is one of three daughters, the mother of 

four daughters, has six grandchildren, and four are 

girls! Her work with women and girls through her pro-

fession, volunteer work and family make her a passion-

ate advocate for womenôs rights and gender equality.  

Annie Houle  

By Celina Torres Fennel                                                    
AAUW Texas Program Vice President  

Negotiating salary is a challenge for most women at all stages 

of their careers since women are less likely than men to ask 

for what they want.  To empower young women starting their 

careers to avoid gender gap AAUW is collaborating with the 

WAGE Project to present $TART $MART Salary Nego-

tiation Workshops to women students on college campuses.   
 
 

According to Kate C. Farrar, Director of AAUW Leadership 

Programs, ñTo achieve this we need AAUW members to help 

promote and conduct these $TART $MART Salary Nego-

tiation Workshops.ò  
 

AAUW Texas will provide you this opportunity to train as a 

facilitator in conjunction with the AAUW Texas 44th Biennial 

Convention  April 23-25, 2010 in Houston. 
   

Annie Houle, National Director of the Campus and Commu-

nity Initiatives: the WAGE Project, will conduct a pre-

convention workshop on $TART $MART Salary Nego-

tiation Workshops on Friday, April 23 from 1:30 p.m. to 

4:30 p.m.  Participants will receive a training guide including 

a PowerPoint facilitator training guide, coaching and mentor-

ing before and after the workshop by phone, tips and the in-

structorôs evaluation.  
 

To take advantage of this opportunity, select the Pre-

Convention workshop, which is included on the Registra-

tion Form.  The cost of the workshop is $50 per attendee. 
 

The members of the AAUW Texas Board of Directors are 

excited to provide you this workshop to Open Opportunities 

for Women. 
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Show Us Your PEARLs!  
Protect  

 

Educate  

 

Advocate  

 

Research  

 

Lead 

ñShow us your shoes,ò is a cry often heard by San Antonioôs Fiesta 

queens during parades, while at Mardi Gras itôs something else quite 

different!   
 

At our AAUW Texas Convention in April it will be something much 

more dignified:   ñShow Us Your PEARLs!ò 
 

A PEARL is always more beautiful when itôs displayed and thatôs what 

weôre offering branches at this yearôs State Convention. As part of our 

emphasis on the PEARL program and itôs embodiment of AAUWôs 

Goals, Mission and Values, each branch may submit one 22ò X 28ò 

poster board portraying their PEARL efforts. 
 

The standard sized poster boards will be displayed at the Friday night, 

April 23, 2010, Welcoming Reception in the Rose Garden Room. 
 

Much as weôd love to display tri-fold boards, our space is limited  so 

submissions MUST be limited to ONE single board only. Please send 

your intent to display to Kathy Anthon at kathy@anthons.com. 
 

Sign-up for the displays and join Texas AAUWôs String of PEARLs. 
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AAUW President to address AAUW Texas Convention  
Carolyn Garfein the national President of 

AAUW will address the Convention's Lunch-

eon Saturday.  She was previously a Director 

of the AAUW Educational Foundation, Asso-

ciation Program Vice-President, Association 

Membership Vice-President and served on the 

Executive Committee and the Public Policy 

Committee.   
 

She was the California Program Vice Presi-

dent and Budget Director, and the Georgia 

Leadership Development Chair and LAF 

Chair.  As a Leader-on-Loan, she has visited 

more than 30 state and regional conferences. 
 

In her professional life, Carolyn has assumed 

increasingly responsible positions in marketing and mar-

keting research, managing staffs of up to 100 people and 

multi-million dollar budgets.  She was manager of pro-

gram research at NBC, manager of research and 

promotions at Knottôs Berry Farm, vice-

president at Yankelovich, Skelly & White, and 

vice-president and regional manager at Maritz 

Marketing Research.   
 

Currently, she is ñsemi-retiredò from her posi-

tion as Senior Vice-President of The Marketing 

Workshop, Inc., a marketing research and con-

sulting firm. 

 
Carolyn holds a BA in Social Psychology from 

Cornell University and an MBA in Marketing 

and Management from California State Univer-

sity, Long Beach.  She and her husband have 

been married for almost 40 years, and have two adult chil-

dren and two granddaughters.  Carolyn has been living in 

the Atlanta area since 1995. 

Will I See You at the Convention?  
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By Ann Berasley, AAUW Texas President  
 

 I know you have read Celinaôs front page article and are 

tempted, but still hesitant because these are hard economic 

times after all.  AAUW Texas has done its best to make 

this affordable ï under $300 for full registration, which 

includes four meals, and a two-night hotel stay.    

I know you are also thinking about your other commit-

ments.  As a parent of two girls, ages 10 and 7, who works 

full -time, I understand about the commitments that we 

juggle.  I come away from every convention energized 

about AAUW and our mission.  And, I always learn some- 

Carolyn Garfein  

$20 Tells or Sells for your Branch on a Convention -long display table  

Do you have an outstanding project 

that you want to brag about?  Do you 

have something that your branch sells 

to raise money for the AAUW Funds 

that you know all of the 2010 Conven-

tion attendees would want to pur-

chase? If so please let us know.   
 

A table outside of the ballroom will be 

yours for Saturday and Sunday morn-

ing for a small fee of $20. 
 

There are electrical outlets, but you  

 

will need to bring your own exten-

sion cords.  Since there is not secu-

rity in that area you will want to 

remove anything of value when you 

do not have branch members pre-

sent to attend to your materials. 

 
We have limited space available so 

please send your intent to display as 

soon as possible to Kathy Anthon at 

kathy@anthons.com. 

thing new, often something that I can apply outside of 

AAUW in my professional life or other volunteer work.      

I have gained role models, mentors, and friends from other 

branches from attending AAUW Texas conventions.   

Over the years I have called upon this network of women 

when I needed advice or help in working at the branch and 

state level.  Using our AAUW network, we can open op-

portunities for all women and girls. 

I look forward to seeing many of you again and to meeting 

those of you I have not.  I hope you will accept the invita-

tion and join us in Houston! 

University Woman Texas!  

mailto:kathy@anthons.com


Linda Lorelle  

the world from the shackles of pov-

erty," she states.   
 

CARE and AAUW are partners.  

CARE (www.care.org) is a leading 

humanitarian organization fighting 

global poverty. Recognizing that 

women and girls suffer dispropor-

tionately from poverty, CARE places 

special emphasis on empowering 

them to create permanent social 

change. Women are at the heart of CAREôs community-

based efforts to improve basic education, expand economic 

opportunity and increase access to health services in more 

than 65 countries. around the world. 

CAREôs World-Wide Mission featured at International Brunch   
The Conventionôs International Brunch will be held Sun-

day, April 25, 2010, from 10:30 to Noon.   
 

Weôve heard about CARE packages all our lives, but now 

we can learn even more about the CARE organization and 

how it is working internationally with women to reduce 

poverty and suffering the world over.  Our speaker will be 

Suzanne Berman.  
 

Suzanne  has been an activist against poverty for a long 

time. She found her calling when she stood outside the 

gates of a former concentration camp liberated by Allied 

and American forces during World War II. "This America, 

a country of heroes, can rise again," she said. "We can be 

the next 'Greatest Generation,'  but this time we can free  

Suzanne Berman  
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Linda Lorelle to Open Conference with Keynote Address  

Linda Lorelle  

AAUW Advocates in many waysðLearn how to make a difference 

Want more information on an impor-

tant issue affecting women and girls?  

Looking for background information 

on current legislation or talking 

points on an equity issue?  Need addi-

tional advocacy resources and 

ideas for action? Look no further than 

AAUW's issue pages and 

recently-updated position papers.  

 

Advocacy isn't just about lending your 

name to an issue, or even speaking up 

on Capitol Hill. Advocacy is also 

about AAUW members and all citi-

zens concerned with equity being  

  

 

knowledgeable and aware of the cur-

rent status of important issues. 
 

That's why AAUW provides resource 

pages that offer the freshest informa- 

tion, advocacy resources, and most 

effective avenues for action on issues 

related to our current public policy 

 

announce that our position papers 

have all been recently updated and are 

all available online for your use.  You 

can access specific position papers 

and issues pages by clicking on this 

link: 

www.aauw.org/advocacy/index.cfm. 

  

Another way to make a difference is  

by joining AAUWôs Action Network. 

You will receive notices about pend-

ing legislation that affects AAUW and 

it issues.  Sign up now at 

www.AAUW.org. 
 

Linda Lorelle is an Emmy Award winning an-

chor whose reports have not only touched lives, 

but have helped save lives as well.    

 

Just ask Houston area women who credit her 

series, ñBuddy Check2:  Beating the Breast 

Cancer Odds,ò for helping them detect breast 

cancer.   
 

Her most recent Emmy was earned for her 

ñBeyond Brown vs. Board:  The Journey Con-

tinues,ò a documentary on how Houston deseg-

regated its schools.  Another Emmy was for her 

first person account of a local news anchorôs 

battle with cancer.   

 

Ms. Lorelleôs special interest in education led 

her to found the Linda Lorelle Scholarship  

Fund.  It is a non-profit charity that provides 

major college scholarships and support to 

Houston area students who have average 

grades and come from challenging back-

grounds. 
 

To date, the Linda Lorelle Scholarship Fund 

has awarded more than $1.6 million in scholar-

ships to more than 200 students. Each year the 

Fund hosts thousands of Houston area students 

and their parents for a free, city-wide College 

Preparatory Conference. 
 

Ms. Lorelle will tell us more about this chal-

lenging work that opens opportunities to young 

people who might be overlooked at scholarship 

granting time. 

University Woman Texas!  
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Governor Ann Richards was unique.  One of her legacies is the Ann Richards 

School for Young Women Leaders in Austin, an  all-girls public school 

founded to educate young women and give them the confidence and skills nec-

essary to succeed in college, in their careers, and in their communities.  
 

The Education Foundation banquet Saturday night, April 24, 2010,  at the state 

convention will feature Ann Richards and her legacy, as well as the new 

AAUW Ann Richards American Fellowship Fund.  We will enjoy some his-

toric video clips about Ann Richards, hear from the first principal of the new 

school named for Ann, Jeanne Goka, and meet some past and current AAUW 

fellows. 
 

Ann Richards, 45th governor of Texas, was passionate about education and 

about creating opportunities for young women and minorities. The Ann Rich-

ards School for Young Women Leaders is an expression of her lifelong priori-

ties and values.  
 

A former public school teacher herself, at Fulmore Junior High School in Aus-

tin in 1955, Richards often said that teaching school was the hardest job she 

ever had. 

Jeanne Goka was selected as the first principal of the Ann Richards School for Young 

Women Leaders after a nation-wide search.  Prior to her selection, Ms. Goka was the direc-

tor of Austin Independent School District's highly acclaimed Kealing Middle School Mag-

net Program for Advanced Academics.  During her tenure, the program added a sixth grade 

and doubled the number of magnet applicants. She also served as the academic dean and 

taught English at St. Michael's Academy in Austin. 
 

Jeanne Goka has a B.A. from the University of Houston and a M.A. from Texas State Uni-

versity.  She began her 30-year career in education at Cullen Junior High, an urban school in 

the Houston Independent School District. She and her husband Louis Dubose, a writer, have 

two grown children, Michael and Emiko. 
 

The Ann Richards School is the second all-girls public school in Texas.  It is part of the 

Austin Independent School District, and is augmented with private funding.   
 

Many people have made this school possible, but itôs Goka who leads the mission to educate 

young women and give them the confidence and skills necessary to succeed in college, their 

careers, and their communities.  Leadership is a huge component of the curriculum, along 

with STEM (science, technology, engineering and math).  

Governor Ann Willis Richards  

Jeanne Goka  
Educational Foundation 

Dinner Speaker  

Educational Foundation Dinner Honors Ann Richards  
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(Continued from page 1)  
At the closing sessionôs Sunday Brunch, 

Suzanne Berman, Field Coordinator for 

C.A.R.E., Central Region, Texas will 

speak on International Issues and itôs 

Partnership with AAUW (See related 

article on page 4). 
 

The Program Committee is bringing  

AAUW Texas is Opening Opportunities in Houston  
you outstanding speakers for the vari-

ety of workshops.  Workshop sessions 

cover the hottest topics from STEM: 

Education Collaboration, Economic 

Security, Pay Equity, Marketing and 

Publicity, Membership Involvement of 

Every AAUW member and Technol-

ogy/Computer Savvy. Read the de- 

scriptions of the workshops to be 

presented in this newsletter to help 

you make your selections. (p. 19-

22) 
 

Donôt miss your opportunity to par-

ticipate in this convention dedicated 

to Opening Opportunities.  Join us 

in Houston, April 23-25, 2010. 

Photo by James Tennison  


